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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 12421 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, FR 

SUBJECT: OLIVIER STIRN-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

1 . HOLDING ADVANCED DEGREES IN LAW AND POLITICAL SCIEN- 
CE FROM THE PARIS INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL STUDIES, OLI- 
VIER STIRN (BORN 1936) JOINED THE STAFF OF THE MINISTER 

OF STATE IN CHARGE OF OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND TERRITO- 
RIES IN 1964, FOLLOWING EARLIER SERVICE IN THE PREFEC- 
TURAL ADMINISTRATION. IN 1965 HE WAS NAMED HEAD OF 
STAFF FOR THE MINISTRY BEFORE MOVING ON TO TAKE OVER 
THE SAME POSITION WITH THE MINISTERIES OF COOPERATION 
(1966) AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (1967-1968). IN 1973, HE BE- 
CAME SECRETARY OF STATE IN CHARGE OF RELATIONS WITH 
PARLIAMENT, A POST WHICH HE RETAINED THROUGH THE 1974 
CABINET CHANGE. LATER THAT YEAR, HE WAS NAMED SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND TERRITORIES. 

2. PRIOR TO HIS STINT AS SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PARLIA- 
MENTARY RELATIONS, STIRN HAD BEEN ELECTED UDR DEPUTY 
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FROM THE CALVADOS DEPARTMENT IN 1968 AND KEPT HIS SEAT 
IN THE 1973 ELECTIONS (AGAIN AS UDR). IN JANUARY OF 
1977, HOWEVER, STIRN QUIT THE RPR (REPORTEDLY IN OPPOSI- 
TION TO CHIRAC'S CANDIDACY FOR MAYOR OF PARIS) AND IN 
JULY OF THAT YEAR, JOINED THE RADICAL SOCIALISTS OF 
JEAN- JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER. HE WAS REELECTED IN 
MARCH 1978 AS A UDF RADICAL SOCIALIST CANDIDATE FROM 
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THE SAME CIRCUMSCRIPTION. 

3. STIRN HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING ONE OF THE HARDEST- 
WORKING AND MOST POLITICALLY ASTUTE OF THE YOUNG GAUL- 
LISTS. IN 1974, HE SIGNED THE "CALL OF 43", ORGANIZED 

BY CHIRAC TO THROW SIGNIFICANT GAULLIST SUPORT BEHIND 
GISCARD'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN. HOLDING A POSITION AS 
SECRETARY OF STATE FIRST UNDER PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC 
AND THEN THROUGH THREE BARRE GOVERNMENTS WOULD INDICATE 
THAT THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER CONTINUE TO HAVE 
BIG CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITIES. A LE MONDE ARTICLE 
ON STIRN (APRIL 8, 1978) NOTED BOTH HIS LONGEVITY AND 
HIS WORK CHARACTERISTICS. COMMENTING ON THE VARIOUS 
PROBLEMS WHICH HAD ARISEN VIS-A-VIS FRANCE'S DEPART- 
MENTS AND TERRITORIES OVERSEAS (MAYOTTE, DJIBOUTI, NEW 
CALEDONIA), LE MONDE COMMENTED THAT WHILE HE DID NOTHING 
REVOLUTIONARY OR EXTRAORDINARY, STIRN HAD DEMONSTRATED 
PATIENCE, SENSITIVITY AND DETERMINATION IN WORKING 
THROUGH THE PROBLEMS WITH THE VARIOUS AREAS CONCERNED. 

IN DOMESTIC POLITICS, STIRN MOST RECENTLY PLAYED A MA- 
JOR ROLE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CARREFOUR SOCIAL DEMO- 
CRATS (CSD). THE CSD IS AN ORGANIZATION (STUDY GROUP) 
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A NON-POLITICAL FORUM FOR CENTRISTS 
(MAJORITY AND OPPOSITION) TO DISCUSS MAJOR PROBLEMS. 

THE CSD LEADERSHIP IS GISCARDIAN AND IT IS CLEARLY IN 
TENDED AS A FORUM FOR ESTABLISHING A DIALOGUE WITH THE 
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LEFT. 

4. STIRN HAS LONG BEEN AN IMPORTANT EMBASSY CONTACT. 

HE HAS BEEN OFFERED LEADER GRANTS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 
BUT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO ACCEPT, DUE TO THE PRESS OF 
BUSINESS. STIRN IS MARRIED AND HAS TWO CHILDREN. 

HARTMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PARIS12421 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 64-0582 
Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780449/aaaabpls.tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d84f88ac-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2943792 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OLIVIER STIRN-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, FR, STATE, (STIRN, OLIVER) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d84f88ac-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



